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"BIBLE-STUDY SUNDAY," SEPTEMBER 9. 

The call which appeared in the May issue of the Biblical World 
for the special presentation before the churches of the need and oppor- 
tunity of Bible study on Sunday, September 9, at the beginning of the 
school year, has received a cordial welcome and a hearty response. 
Many ministers of the various denominations have written that the 
plan is an excellent one, and that they will enter into it with energy. 
It seems probable now that on September 9 the subject of the right 
and sufficient study of the Bible, with its influence upon present-day 
Christian life, will be given special attention in several thousand 
churches throughout the United States and Canada. The good effect 
of this combined effort can hardly be measured or described. It will 
bring a large body of Christians face to face with questions like these : 
What can I do to increase and to improve my knowledge and under- 
standing of true religion ? Ought I to be satisfied with the frag- 
mentary and imperfect knowledge of the Bible which I now have ? If 
the Bible has been of supreme interest and importance to the past cen- 
turies, does it not deserve more careful, thorough, and systematic study 
than it commonly receives ? Why is it that the history, literature, and 
ideas of the Romans and Greeks are so thoroughly taught in the secu- 
lar schools and colleges, while the history, literature, and ideas of the 
Hebrew people, which the centuries have shown to be of the highest 
worth to mankind, are left to the voluntary, scanty, and untrained 
instruction of the Sunday school ? If the Bible is the greatest book in 
the world, why is it so poorly taught ? Do we not need professionally 
trained teachers of the Hebrew history, literature, and ideas to corre- 
spond to the specially equipped teachers of other departments of 
knowledge ? Does the average minister himself know the Bible his- 
torically, or has he the qualifications for imparting his knowledge to 
others ? Can the minister, unassisted, perform successfully the three 
important offices of preacher, pastor, and Bible teacher for the whole 
church ? What is it about the Bible which has made it so influential in 
the past ? Do these or other qualities make it similarly useful for the 
present and future ? Is the chief interest in the Bible a historical or a 
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practical interest ? Can the practical significance of the Bible for the 
present day be rightly apprehended without a good knowledge of the 
historical origins, relations, and meanings of the many writings of 
which the Bible is composed ? Ought I not to avail myself of every 
opportunity to learn the Bible well, working faithfully, systematically, 
and long, as I have done on other great subjects of education ? 

New resolves are apt to arise from the consideration of such ques- 
tions. It is only necessary to make thinking people see clearly the 
situation and the need, to start them earnestly and energetically toward 
the accomplishment of a better religious condition. It will therefore 
seem self-evident to every minister that he should present the subject 
of Bible study to his people as they arrange and enter upon their reli- 
gious activities for the coming season. We ask all to join in such a 
presentation on September 9 for the sake of the added impetus of united 
effort and the enthusiasm of cooperation. And we should like to hear 
at once from all who are interested in this work, that the movement 
may be well organized and effective. Address the American Insti- 
tute of Sacred Literature, Hyde Park, Chicago, 111. 

By way of suggestion we here present some themes which might 
be developed for the purpose of the "Bible-Study Sunday" address. 
We should be glad, on inquiry, to recommend books upon the subjects 
indicated. It should be noted, however, that the address of Septem- 
ber 9 is only a preliminary matter, and that the essential thing is to 
follow up the address by a wise and vigorous prosecution of Bible study 
through the year, in as many ways, and with as many classes, as can be 
successfully conducted. 

1. The Origin of the Bible. — (1) The Bible is a collection of 
many different writings. (2) These writings come from many periods, 
through a thousand years or more. (3) They are the work of many 
authors, some of them unknown even by name. (4) Nearly all kinds 
of literature are represented in the Bible : history, poetry, drama, theo- 
logical treatise, sermons, psalms, hymns, letters, etc. (5) A line of 
division, due to the unique personality of Jesus Christ, separates the 
Bible into two parts, the Old Testament and the New Testament ; and 
the relation of the two parts is a matter for the most careful determina- 
tion. (6) The Bible is the record of the religious conceptions and 
experiences of the most religious people of history. (7) It therefore 
deserves our best study as a supreme exhibition of religious truth and 
practice, the standard set by Jesus Christ as recorded in the gospels 
becoming the standard of Christian belief and conduct. 
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2. The Bible as a National Literature. — (1) The greatest 
nations of the past each created a literature, the choicest productions 
of which have been handed down to posterity. (2) The literature of 
Greece has taught the world philosophy, art, science, history, literary 
skill, and oratory. (3) The literature of Rome has taught the world 
law, government, history, oratory. (4) The literature of Palestine has 
taught the world religion, ethics, and democracy. (5) The Bible is a 
collection of the greatest writings of the Hebrew (later the Jewish) 
people ; it is a national literature. (6) In this national collection may 
be found many kinds of literature ; each kind is to be interpreted in 
accordance with its own principles. (7) The several writings must be 
studied as to their origin, their historical significance, their purpose, 
and their relation to the other portions of the Bible collection. (8) 
They present a real unity because the underlying spirit of all is true 
religion and right conduct, as apprehended by the most spiritual race 
of antiquity. 

3. How the Bible was Transmitted to Us. — (1) Many writers 
in many centuries produced the collection of books which we call the 
Bible. (2) These writers were the greatest and most influential men of 
the H eDrew people. (3) Their books dealt with the problems of reli- 
gion and ethics, which were of supreme interest to that nation, and 
were of the utmost importance to the entire world. (4) These writings 
of eminent Hebrews which contained the largest amount of religious 
truth and ethical ideal were carefully heeded, cherished, and trans- 
mitted to subsequent generations. (5) The literature of the Hebrew 
nation was large in quantity, and of remarkable quality; it has stood 
preeminent in the religious and ethical field above the creations and 
contributions of all other peoples. (6) Consequently these writings, 
collected together in the Bible, have been preserved from century to 
century, with great fidelity, and have come down to us better attested 
than any other literature of antiquity. (7) We therefore should spare 
no pains to acquaint ourselves thoroughly and accurately with so 
important a collection of writings. They are not magical formulae, 
magically produced, but the record from many persons, in many ages, 
of the highest aspirations and noblest visions of religious and ethical 
truth. Therefore they have a surpassing value to us, who also aspire 
to the highest and noblest in thought and conduct. 

4. The Modern Attitude toward the Bible. — (1) The Bible 
is today, as in the past it has been, the sacred book of the church ; it 
is revered by all Christians as unique and in a real sense divine, with a 
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message for all men in every age. (2) The great majority of Chris- 
tians content themselves with such knowledge of the Bible as they 
" pick up " in Sunday school, church, and occasional private reading ; 
that is, they do not really know the Bible — they only know some of 
the facts and teachings of the Bible. (3) The masses outside of eccle- 
siastical organizations generally look upon the Bible as a literature of 
the past which was good and useful for its time, and has played an 
important part in history, but which has become obsolete in the better 
knowledge of the present day. (4) The indifference of the masses to 
the Bible is probably in the main due to a lack of spiritual interest 
and aspiration ; eternal truth and divine ideals are pushed aside for 
the pleasures, ambitions, and ethical standards of the world. But it is 
also partly due to misconceptions of the Bible, which make people 
dislike and uvoid it ; such misconceptions should be removed. (5) The 
neglect of the Bible by professing Christians is mainly caused by a 
failure to realize how vital to the Christian life is a constant, deep, and 
systematic study of the Scriptures. Often Christians also have imper- 
fect ideas of the Bible, and how it is to be read and applied for prac- 
tical purposes. (6) The remedy for all false views and wrong uses of 
the Bible lies in a genuine and thorough historical study of the Bible. 
Men must learn that the Bible is a collection of many writings from 
many persons and many ages; that in order to understand any one of 
these writings one must know the historical circumstances out of which 
it grew, the literary methods of the time and the writer, and the con- 
temporaneous ideas and influences with reference to which the author 
presented his thought and experience. (7) We shall have a revival of 
interest in the Bible, and, in consequence, a new era of true religion, 
when men study the Bible as it deserves and requires. Religious edu- 
cation must become as serious and thorough a branch of learning as 
any secular knowledge. It devolves upon us who regard Christianity 
as the true knowledge and guide to life here and hereafter to secure 
for the Bible that recognition and influence which belong to it, by 
leading men to a thorough study and a true understanding of it. 

5. The Practical Value of the Bible. — (1) The Bible is pre- 
eminently a practical book. The writings of which it is composed 
had as their primary aim to improve thought and conduct by an appeal 
to religion. (2) The history of the western world for over two thou- 
sand years testifies to the unique practical value of the Scriptures, as 
the several parts came into being in successive centuries. (3) In fact, 
the Bible owes its preservation, not to its literary excellencies, although 
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they are remarkable ; not to its narrative of Hebrew history, although 
a record of those events is extremely valuable; but to the exalted 
vision of religious and ethical truth and duty which it presents. (4) 
Mankind has always been in search of reality and practical good ; the 
race is utilitarian ; the criterion of usefulness is the final test of value. 
Now, the Bible has met this test successfully in every generation. It 
has the qualities of being a permanent practical guide to men in all 
the essential features of life. (5) It is necessary, however, that men 
should learn how to make the right practical use of the Bible. Its 
message is religious and ethical ; apart from this one aim it does not 
teach history or literature or natural science. It is not a handbook of 
general information or universal knowledge. It teaches only in the 
spiritual phases of life; it deals with man as an immortal soul, and 
points the way to his spiritual well-being. (6) The several portions 
of the Bible must be understood in their historical origins and rela- 
tions. The distinction between the Old Testament and the New Tes- 
tament must be clearly apprehended, the supreme religious truth and 
ethical ideal of Christianity being found in the New Testament, in the 
life and teaching of Jesus Christ, and in the apostolic exposition of him. 
(7) The Bible is to be viewed and treated not as a lawbook of specific 
statutes and rules, the kind of thing which was superseded in the new 
dispensation. On the contrary, the gospel given by Jesus was a dis- 
pensation of essential truths and principles, by which each man is to 
shape his life. 

6. The Best Methods of Bible Study. — (1) The Bible may be 
viewed and used in several ways : as a record of Hebrew history, as the 
collected literature of a nation, as a storehouse of theology, as a book 
of spiritual devotion, as a guide to religious thought and feeling, as a 
handbook of ethics. (2) The motive with which one approaches the 
Bible will determine the way in which one will study it. The method 
chosen must be adapted to the end sought. (3) The Bible, however, 
was written for a practical purpose. It contains history and literature 
and theology, not for their own sakes, but because through them prac- 
tical instruction can best be given for right living. And the Bible 
must therefore be studied from this point of view. (4) As an aid to 
religious devotion, as a guide to religious thought and feeling, as a 
handbook of ethics, the Bible has a permanent and universal signifi- 
cance, demanding the attention and the obedience of all men. (5) 
Yet to understand the Bible truly and to use it rightly for promoting 
the spiritual life, a thorough and correct historical study of the books 
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comprised in it is necessary. (6) The historical study of a book is the 
investigation of its authorship, the time and place of its composition, 
the circumstances out of which it grew, the purpose for which it was 
written, the contents of the book and their arrangement, the contem- 
poraneous ideas which the book was intended to influence, the origin 
of the ideas which it contains, the author's manner of presentation in 
the light of the literary modes and customs of the times, the relation 
which this book sustained to other books of an earlier and of a later 
period, the interpretation and use made of the book in its own and 
subsequent centuries, the history of the transmission of the book to our 
own time. Each book of the Bible should be studied in this way. (7) 
Then topical study will be possible, such as the literary characteristics 
of Hebrew literature, the events of Hebrew history in the several 
periods of the national existence, the religious conceptions of the 
Hebrews in the several stages of their development, the growing ethi- 
cal ideal of the nation, the relation of Jesus Christ and his gospel to 
the old dispensation, the essential facts, truths, and teachings of the 
new dispensation, the growth of Christian thought and practice, the 
development of Christian organization, etc. (8) On the basis of this 
historical study a true understanding and right use of the Bible will be 
possible, whether one reads it for devotional purposes, founds upon it 
his theology, or draws from it the principles of individual and social 
ethics. (9) Such knowledge of the Bible is necessary to remove false 
and imperfect conceptions of Christianity, which hinder its proper 
growth and ultimate triumph. 



